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9. Ask a Question to 
improve response.
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10. Write tight
Pecking their way into the endangered 
list
Oklahoma has been the home of the Red-

cockaded Woodpecker (Picoides borealis) 
for years. However the population numbers 
have decreased to the point that they are 
now on the Oklahoma Department of 
Wildlife Conservation and the US Fish and 
Wildlife Endangered Species lists. 
What happened to make the Red-cockaded 

Woodpeckers drop in numbers that put them 
on that list? The loss of suitable habitat is 
the reason. 
The Red-cockaded Woodpecker require 

mature, living pine trees that are at least 60 
years old for nesting. Forestry operations 
and other activities involve widespread 
cutting of the old-growth timber in 
Oklahoma
That has limited this woodpecker’s habitat 

and put it in danger.

Pecking their way into the endangered list

Oklahoma has been the home of the Red-
cockaded Woodpecker (Picoides borealis) 
for years. But this woodpecker’s population 
has dropped so that it is now on the 
Endangered Species Lists of the Oklahoma 
Department of Wildlife Conservation and the 
US Fish and Wildlife Service.

How did this happen? Blame the loss of 
suitable habitat.

Red-cockaded Woodpeckers need living 
pine trees that are at least 60 years old 
for nesting. Forestry operations and other 
widespread cutting of the old-growth timber 
in Oklahoma have limited the woodpecker’s 
habitat, putting it in danger.
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UNLOCK  YOUR  INNER  CH ILD

Newspaper Activity
Find a mention of a 
young person in your 
newspaper. Why did the 
newspaper write about 
him or her?

Teen girl writes blockbuster novel

“The Outsiders” cast members are (from left) Emilio Estevez as Two-Bit Matthews, Pat-
rick Swayze as Darry Curtis, Ralph Macchio as Johnny Cade, Matt Dillon as Dally Win-
ston, C. Thomas Howell as Ponyboy Curtis, Rob Lowe as Sodapop Curtis, and Tom 
Cruise as Steve Randle.

Cross Five
Place these six 
words in the 
crossword grid:

Dread, Eased, 
Irate, Reads, 
Write, World

A

Imagine a 14-year-old Tulsa girl “at a 
horrendous time in my life” writing a nov-
el about social tensions in high school.

The teenager was S.E. (Sue) Hinton and 
the book was “The Outsiders.”

She signed her publishing contract the 
day she graduated from Will Rogers High 
School. It was published in 1967 during 
her freshman year at Tulsa University. It 
became an instant best-seller.

The movie premiered in 1983 in Tulsa.
The main character is 14-year-old Po-

nyboy Curtis, played by C. Thomas Howell.
His older brothers are Derry Curtis, 

played by Patrick Swayze, and Sodapop 
Curtis, played by Rob Lowe.

Other members of the neighbor gang 
were played by Matt Dillon, Ralph Mac-
chio, Emilio Estevez and Tom Cruise, all 
young actors just starting their careers.

The boys from a poor neighborhood are 
“Greasers.” A group of rich kids, called the 
“Socs” are harassing them. 

When a group of “Socs” beat up young 
Ponyboy, his older brothers and their 

friends defend him.

What does this have to do with today?
After three generations, “The Outsid-

ers” is still a popular read with teens and 
young adults who feel like outsiders. 

The movie is a classic. It fact, it is so pop-
ular that Ponyboy actor Howell will be in 
Tulsa this weekend (Nov. 2-4) at the Tulsa 
Pop Culture Expo.

He will lead tours of “The Outsiders 
House,” which is being restored into a mu-
seum. The tour will visit other Tulsa sites 
used in filming the movie. The city is be-
coming a major center of both current and 
historic pop culture.


