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We will never have true 
civilization until we have 
learned to recognize the 
rights of others.

By JOHN M. WYLIE II
Editor

An 8-year-old Tulsa boy on an 
outing to Hawthorn Beach disap-
peared from his family Sunday af-
ternoon and drowned.

Authorities said he was first 
noticed missing shortly after 2:30 
p.m.

His body was located just af-
ter 6 p.m. by the Northwest Rog-
ers County Fire District’s water 
search and rescue team using so-
nar in nine feet of water.

Trooper Gena Gillis of the Okla-
homa Highway Patrol Marine 
Enforcement said the child was 
not wearing a personal flotation 

device.
In keeping with OHP policy, his 

name was not released because of 
his age.

Besides OHP Marine Enforce-
ment Troopers Gillis and Brian 
Gage, Northwest and the Corps 
of Engineers, those involved in 
the search included officers from 

the Rogers County Sheriff’s Office 
and at least one officer from the 
Oologah Police Department.

A local pastor served as a chap-
lain/counselor for the boy’s fam-
ily at authorities’ request while 
the search and recovery was 
conducted.

An advanced life support unit 

from OTEMS ambulance provid-
ed medical support on scene as 
needed.

The search marked the sec-
ond time in 48 hours during the 
holiday weekend that Northwest 
had issued a general alarm for all 
available firefighters to assist in a 

See Tulsa boy, Page 2

Tulsa boy drowns in lake tragedy
Desperate search
Oologah Lake rangers and Northwest firefighters search the Hawthorn Beach area for a missing 8-year-old boy on Sunday. Northwest Fire has invested in water rescue equip-
ment and training because the lake is important to the community.

LEADER/TIM CARMAN

Novale Thompson, re-
tired Oologah police chief, 
passed away Saturday fol-
lowing a long illness. 

Services are 12:30 p.m. 
on Friday, Sept. 11 at Floral 
Haven Chapel.

Visitation is noon to 8 
p.m. on Thursday. The fam-
ily will receive friends from 
6-8 p.m. that evening.

The Leader pays tribute 
to the former chief by re-
printing his retirement sto-
ry from June 26, 2014.

Thompson retires 
after decades of 
serving people
By CHRIS EDENS
City Editor

After 30 years in the mili-
tary and 45 years in law en-
forcement, Oologah Police 

Chief Novale Thomp-
son has retired from public 
service.

Thompson’s retirement 
was approved at a special 

Oologah Town Board meet-
ing last Friday morning. 

He served as chief for al-
most 12 years. Thompson 
has been dealing with seri-
ous health issues.

“I’m in kidney failure 
and I knew I couldn’t give 
100 percent. To me that’s 
not fair to the people of 
Oologah,” he said. “After 45 
years I figured it was time 
to hang my gun up.”

Thompson served in the 
Army in combat intelli-
gence in the Vietnam War 
from 1964 to 1968. He was 
a member of the National 
Guard from 1973 to 1985 
and he served in the Army 
Reserve from 1985 to 1995.

Thompson believes his 
health problems are a di-
rect result from exposure to 
Agent Orange in Vietnam.

He went to work for the 
Tulsa Police Department 
in 1969 when he returned 
home from the war.

“When I got back, jobs 
See Funeral, Page 3

LEADER/CHRIS EDENS

Packing it in
Retired Oologah Police Chief Novale Thompson died 
Sept. 5. Thompson packs up his desk in this photograph 
from his retirement.

Funeral Friday for 
Chief Thompson

LEADER/CHRIS EDENS

Bright future
Oologah senior Brandon Ingram has been selected as 
a National Merit Scholarship semi-finalist. Ingram is pic-
tured here with Band Director Jon Matthews.

Only 16,000 high school students from across the 
country are chosen for the academic honor. Semi-fi-
nalists must have an outstanding academic record 
throughout high school, be recommended by a high 
school official and earn a high SAT score. 

Scholarship winners will be announced in April. Schol-
ars often receive a full-ride scholarship for four years 
of college.

Ingram is one of only two semi-finalists from Rogers 
County; the other is from Verdigris High School. 

Homecoming Parade 
needs volunteers
By BOB D. ROUNSAVELL
Parade Chairman  

Our homecoming parade always needs volunteers. 
Anyone who has 90 minutes to help us work the parade 
will be greatly appreciated.  

Volunteers need to attend a pre-parade meeting at 
the Chamber of Commerce office downtown from 4:30-
5 p.m. on parade day Friday, Sept. 18, for instructions 
and assignments.

Then it’s off to your assigned area where you will put 
out the traffic cones. Line up begins at 5 p.m. and the 
parade will begin promptly at 6 p.m.

If interested please call either Bob Azbill at 918 638-
6884; Bob Rounsavell at 918 640-4497; Cathy Sewell at 
918 381-3142.

Please call soon—Homecoming is only eight days 
away.

LEADER/FAITH WYLIE

The search is on
Firefighters and law enforcement officers  are assigned search areas as they gather at Mustang Tire and Lube.  The 
missing woman was found a few hours later.

Community rallies to find missing woman
By JOHN M. WYLIE II
Editor

When a local resident de-
scribed as suffering from 
COPD, Alzheimer’s and a 
fear that “someone is after 
her” disappeared Friday, 
the outpouring of volun-
teers and outside aid was 
overwhelming.

The result: She was found 

safely just hours after the 
first plea for help.

Oologah Police Officer 
Justin Layton was first dis-
patched on the call about 
the 68-year-old wom-
an, a resident of Garden 
Walk Apartments, Friday 
afternoon.

As word spread, commu-
nity members showed up 

in droves to help search for 
her.

Northwest Rogers Coun-
ty firefighters, Rogers Coun-
ty Sheriff’s officers and 
reserves, Oologah police, 
Rogers County Emergency 
Management, and OTEMS 
ambulance also responded.

After individual search-
es produced no results, the 

agencies established a com-
mand post at Mike’s Tires, 
on the southwest corner of 
US 169 and E 390 Rd., to de-
velop a coordinated search 
plan.

As that was being done, 
Layton issued a Facebook 
notice saying that the out-
pouring of volunteers was

See Community rallies, Page 3
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Cutline under photo
Desperate search
Oologah Lake rangers and Northwest firefighters 
search the Hawthorn Beach area for a missing 
8-year-old boy on Sunday. Northwest Fire has 
investing in water rescue equipment and training 
because the lake is important to the community.

Lead paragraph
An 8-year-old Tulsa boy on an outing 
to Hawthorn Beach disappeared from 
his family Sunday afternoon and 
drowned.
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Saving lives
Rescuers carry a six-year-old survivor up the Oologah Dam embankment to a waiting OTEMS ambulane for treat-
ment as Northwest firefighters work to free the driver. Medics provided preliminary treatment while the two were 
trapped in the wreckage for about 45 minutes. The boy was taken by Air Evac air ambulance to St. Francis, while 
the driver was transported by OTEMS  to St. Francis. A 32-year-old Collinsville woman and an 11-year-old boy were 
ejected during the wreck and perished.

By CHRIS EDENS
City Editor

New playground equip-
ment for the town park 
was approved at a special 
Oologah Town Board meet-
ing last week.

The equipment will be 
purchased from Bears 
Playground in New York. 
The cost is estimated at 
$35,000- $40,000 including 
shipping.

The town will install the 
playground.

The board is in discus-
sions with Power Play to 
install a splash pad in the 
park. The company will in-
spect the site and present 
proposed designs to the 
board.

Board members dis-
cussed funding for the 
projects. The town allotted 
$455,000 for demolition, 
ground work, construction 
and equipment for the site 
around town hall.

The splash pad will be 
built in phases. Phase one 
of the splash pad is esti-
mated to cost $85,000 to 
$115,000.

Mayor Mat Shockley said 
the playground would be 
completed first because it 
can be used throughout the 
year.

The board also discussed 
installing split rail fenc-
ing around the park rather 
than a chain link fence.    

Join the parade for 
Homecoming Friday

Football homecoming begins with a 6 p.m. parade 
through Oologah on Friday.

Parade volunteers are still needed. Volunteers will meet 
at the Oologah Chamber of Commerce office at 4:30 p.m. 
for assignments.  

Parade line-up begins at 5 p.m. O-T School participants 
will use the parking lot across from town hall and Maple 
Street going south.  

The next units with be the Shriners. Other floats, groups 
and individuals will follow. The line up will extend south 
on Maple St. all the way to 400 Road. Horses and riders 
will gather at the old tavern behind Pete’s.

For more parade information, call Bob Azbill at 918 638-
6884; Cathy Sewell at 918 381-3142; or Bob Rounsavell at 
918-640-4497.

The homecoming coronation is 7 p.m. at Mustang 
Stadium, followed by kickoff against Glenpool at 7:30 p.m.

LEADER/CHRIS EDENS

Gridiron royalty
The 2015 Oologah football homecoming court includes crown bearer Kade Evers, (front from left) king Logan Arm-
strong, queen Kylee Evers, flower girl Halle Barron, freshman escort David Hunnell (back from left) and freshman 
attendant Dezi McGee, junior escort Dylan Dohrn and junior attendant Michaela Parks, senior escort Jimmy McKin-
ney and senior attendant Emma Jones and sophomore escort Chase Vance and sophomore attendant Avery Cluck. 
Armstrong will crown Evers at 7 p.m. Friday before Oologah’s game against Glenpool at Mustang Stadium. The game 
will be preceded by the Homecoming Parade at 6 p.m. downtown (see separate story at right). 

New playground 
coming for park

COURTESY

Rustic look planned for park
The town ordered a new playground village for the park.  
The design will be customized to Oologah’s site. 

This would be a 
great world to 
dance in if we 
didn’t have to pay 
the fiddler.

BULLETIN
By JOHN M. WYLIE II
Editor

Eric Steven Coager, the 
driver in a double-fatality 
crash Saturday on Oologah 
Dam, was booked into 
the Rogers County Jail at 
8:52 p.m. Tuesday night 
on two complaints of first 
degree manslaughter and 
one complaint of causing 
a great bodily injury colli-
sion while driving under 
the influence of alcohol.

The investigating troop-
er’s affidavit and jail re-
cords show he was being 
held without bond on the 
felony charges as of 4 a.m.

The penalty for each 
count of first degree man-
slaughter is a minimum of 
four years up to life in pris-
on upon conviction; the 
third complaint carries a 
penalty of one to ten years 
in prison upon conviction.

At press time no formal 
charges had been filed in 
the case. Coager, 34, had 
an initial court date set for 
1:30 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 
29.

Trooper Andy Floyd 
said in his arrest affida-

vit that Coager was driv-
ing his Pontiac Firebird to-
wards Oologah Saturday at 
a speed so excessive that it 
missed the sharp curve on 
Oklahoma 88 leading to 
the dam, went off the road, 
and overturned a number 
of times before coming 
to rest at the bottom of a 
steep cliff.

During the wreck, 
32-year-old Angela Dawn 
Brown was ejected from 
the front passenger seat 
and died at the scene.

Rear seat passenger 
Aden W., 11, was eject-
ed from the rear seat and 
taken to St. Francis Hos-
pital, where he died later 
Saturday.

Passenger Dathan W., 
6, remained at St. Francis 
Tuesday night where he 
was being treated for inca-
pacitating injuries. Coager 
was also treated for inju-
ries at St. Francis and was 
arrested at 8 p.m. Tuesday, 
records show. All four oc-
cupants had Collinsville 
addresses, the affidavit and 
jail documents show.

Dathan and Coager were 
seat-belted and trapped 
in the wreckage. The first 

Oologah-Talala EMS per-
sonnel to reach them said 
Coager had an odor of al-
cohol on his breath.

Medical personnel at St. 
Francis who treated Co-
ager made the same ob-
servation, Floyd’s affidavit 
said, and two described the 
odor as “strong.”

“One nurse described 
Coager as mildly combat-
ive and appearing altered 
as he reluctantly followed 
commands. The nurse also 
described that Coager ad-
mitted to drinking ‘whis-
key’ when asked about 
drinking or taking drugs,” 
the affidavit added.

Floyd concluded that Co-
ager was driving on a pub-
lic road “while under the 
influence of intoxicants 
and in an unsafe manner 
when he lost control of the 
vehicle and crashed. This 
crash resulted in the death 
of Angela Brown and Aden 
W. The crash also resulted 
in the great bodily injury of 
Dathan W.”

Through an intermedi-
ary, the family asked that 
the names of the injured 
boys not be made pub-
lic, but they are contained 

in the affidavit which is a 
public record.

The first names have 
been widely disseminat-
ed on social media but to 
comply with the family’s 
wishes only a last initial 
has been used by the Lead-
er since the last names 
have not been previously 
disclosed publicly.

A complete account of 
the accident, including 
details on the heroic res-
cue and emergency medi-
cal treatment work at the 
scene and information on 
the victims, was complet-
ed just an hour before the 
arrest. That account is on 
Page 3.

Driver arrested in double fatality

ERIC STEVEN COAGER



Tulsa Night Writers 2018

75¢

Will Rogers, 27 June, 1930

OOLOGAH, OKLAHOMA, BIRTHPLACE OF WILL ROGERS 34TH YEAR • NO. 19

SEPT. 17, 2015

Urban Golf
Page 2

LEADER/FAITH WYLIE

Saving lives
Rescuers carry a six-year-old survivor up the Oologah Dam embankment to a waiting OTEMS ambulane for treat-
ment as Northwest firefighters work to free the driver. Medics provided preliminary treatment while the two were 
trapped in the wreckage for about 45 minutes. The boy was taken by Air Evac air ambulance to St. Francis, while 
the driver was transported by OTEMS  to St. Francis. A 32-year-old Collinsville woman and an 11-year-old boy were 
ejected during the wreck and perished.

By CHRIS EDENS
City Editor

New playground equip-
ment for the town park 
was approved at a special 
Oologah Town Board meet-
ing last week.

The equipment will be 
purchased from Bears 
Playground in New York. 
The cost is estimated at 
$35,000- $40,000 including 
shipping.

The town will install the 
playground.

The board is in discus-
sions with Power Play to 
install a splash pad in the 
park. The company will in-
spect the site and present 
proposed designs to the 
board.

Board members dis-
cussed funding for the 
projects. The town allotted 
$455,000 for demolition, 
ground work, construction 
and equipment for the site 
around town hall.

The splash pad will be 
built in phases. Phase one 
of the splash pad is esti-
mated to cost $85,000 to 
$115,000.

Mayor Mat Shockley said 
the playground would be 
completed first because it 
can be used throughout the 
year.

The board also discussed 
installing split rail fenc-
ing around the park rather 
than a chain link fence.    

Join the parade for 
Homecoming Friday

Football homecoming begins with a 6 p.m. parade 
through Oologah on Friday.

Parade volunteers are still needed. Volunteers will meet 
at the Oologah Chamber of Commerce office at 4:30 p.m. 
for assignments.  

Parade line-up begins at 5 p.m. O-T School participants 
will use the parking lot across from town hall and Maple 
Street going south.  

The next units with be the Shriners. Other floats, groups 
and individuals will follow. The line up will extend south 
on Maple St. all the way to 400 Road. Horses and riders 
will gather at the old tavern behind Pete’s.

For more parade information, call Bob Azbill at 918 638-
6884; Cathy Sewell at 918 381-3142; or Bob Rounsavell at 
918-640-4497.

The homecoming coronation is 7 p.m. at Mustang 
Stadium, followed by kickoff against Glenpool at 7:30 p.m.

LEADER/CHRIS EDENS

Gridiron royalty
The 2015 Oologah football homecoming court includes crown bearer Kade Evers, (front from left) king Logan Arm-
strong, queen Kylee Evers, flower girl Halle Barron, freshman escort David Hunnell (back from left) and freshman 
attendant Dezi McGee, junior escort Dylan Dohrn and junior attendant Michaela Parks, senior escort Jimmy McKin-
ney and senior attendant Emma Jones and sophomore escort Chase Vance and sophomore attendant Avery Cluck. 
Armstrong will crown Evers at 7 p.m. Friday before Oologah’s game against Glenpool at Mustang Stadium. The game 
will be preceded by the Homecoming Parade at 6 p.m. downtown (see separate story at right). 

New playground 
coming for park

COURTESY

Rustic look planned for park
The town ordered a new playground village for the park.  
The design will be customized to Oologah’s site. 

This would be a 
great world to 
dance in if we 
didn’t have to pay 
the fiddler.

BULLETIN
By JOHN M. WYLIE II
Editor

Eric Steven Coager, the 
driver in a double-fatality 
crash Saturday on Oologah 
Dam, was booked into 
the Rogers County Jail at 
8:52 p.m. Tuesday night 
on two complaints of first 
degree manslaughter and 
one complaint of causing 
a great bodily injury colli-
sion while driving under 
the influence of alcohol.

The investigating troop-
er’s affidavit and jail re-
cords show he was being 
held without bond on the 
felony charges as of 4 a.m.

The penalty for each 
count of first degree man-
slaughter is a minimum of 
four years up to life in pris-
on upon conviction; the 
third complaint carries a 
penalty of one to ten years 
in prison upon conviction.

At press time no formal 
charges had been filed in 
the case. Coager, 34, had 
an initial court date set for 
1:30 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 
29.

Trooper Andy Floyd 
said in his arrest affida-

vit that Coager was driv-
ing his Pontiac Firebird to-
wards Oologah Saturday at 
a speed so excessive that it 
missed the sharp curve on 
Oklahoma 88 leading to 
the dam, went off the road, 
and overturned a number 
of times before coming 
to rest at the bottom of a 
steep cliff.

During the wreck, 
32-year-old Angela Dawn 
Brown was ejected from 
the front passenger seat 
and died at the scene.

Rear seat passenger 
Aden W., 11, was eject-
ed from the rear seat and 
taken to St. Francis Hos-
pital, where he died later 
Saturday.

Passenger Dathan W., 
6, remained at St. Francis 
Tuesday night where he 
was being treated for inca-
pacitating injuries. Coager 
was also treated for inju-
ries at St. Francis and was 
arrested at 8 p.m. Tuesday, 
records show. All four oc-
cupants had Collinsville 
addresses, the affidavit and 
jail documents show.

Dathan and Coager were 
seat-belted and trapped 
in the wreckage. The first 

Oologah-Talala EMS per-
sonnel to reach them said 
Coager had an odor of al-
cohol on his breath.

Medical personnel at St. 
Francis who treated Co-
ager made the same ob-
servation, Floyd’s affidavit 
said, and two described the 
odor as “strong.”

“One nurse described 
Coager as mildly combat-
ive and appearing altered 
as he reluctantly followed 
commands. The nurse also 
described that Coager ad-
mitted to drinking ‘whis-
key’ when asked about 
drinking or taking drugs,” 
the affidavit added.

Floyd concluded that Co-
ager was driving on a pub-
lic road “while under the 
influence of intoxicants 
and in an unsafe manner 
when he lost control of the 
vehicle and crashed. This 
crash resulted in the death 
of Angela Brown and Aden 
W. The crash also resulted 
in the great bodily injury of 
Dathan W.”

Through an intermedi-
ary, the family asked that 
the names of the injured 
boys not be made pub-
lic, but they are contained 

in the affidavit which is a 
public record.

The first names have 
been widely disseminat-
ed on social media but to 
comply with the family’s 
wishes only a last initial 
has been used by the Lead-
er since the last names 
have not been previously 
disclosed publicly.

A complete account of 
the accident, including 
details on the heroic res-
cue and emergency medi-
cal treatment work at the 
scene and information on 
the victims, was complet-
ed just an hour before the 
arrest. That account is on 
Page 3.

Driver arrested in double fatality

ERIC STEVEN COAGER

LEADER/FAITH WYLIE
Saving lives
Rescuers carry a six-year-old survivor up the Oologah 
Dam embankment to a waiting OTEMS ambulance 
for treatment as Northwest firefighters work to free the 
driver. Medics provided preliminary treatment while the 
two were trapped in the wreckage for about 45 minutes. 
The boy was taken by Air Evac air ambulance to St. 
Francis, while the driver was transported by OTEMS 
to St. Francis. A 32-year-old Collinsville woman and 
an 11-year-old boy were ejected during the wreck and 
perished.

LEAD PARAGRAPH
Eric Steven Coager, the driver in a double-fatality 
crash Saturday on Oologah Dam, was booked into 
the Rogers County Jail at 8:52 p.m. Tuesday night on 
two complaints of first degree manslaughter and one 
complaint of causing  great bodily injury collision while 
driving under the influence of alcohol.
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The Rogers County District 
Attorney’s Office, in accordance 
with a Tulsa County judge’s 
ruling last month, formally filed 
juvenile petitions against four 
former Bixby football players 
who are accused of raping a 
teaammate last year.

Former football players Colton Cable (clockwise 
from top left), Will Thomas, Samuel Lakin and Joe 
Wood are charged with raping a teammate.
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Subhead

Coach Mike Gundy insists 
Oklahoma State’s problems along 
the offensive line are fixable

Lead paragraph

STILLWATER – For once, Oklahoma 
State thought it had it figured out.
The offensive line, a position group 

criticized for so many years, was one 
of the reasons to be optimistic about 
this team in the preseason. Coach Mike 
Gundy said he would be “shocked” if, by 
Oct. 1, it wasn’t better than it has been 
recently.
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Big 3
in Books
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Rob Finn’s winning streak made him one of the most sought-
after steeplechase jockeys. But his subsequent collapse in 
form surprised no one more than himself.

As word spreads that Finn has lost his nerve, he discovers a 
well-managed campaign to discredit certain 
jockeys; in his own case, a plan 
assisted by horse doping.

But to find the culprits behind 
it, Finn will have to use all his 
cunning and racing know-how .
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Opening Paragraphs

I DIED THREE days ago.
 I never saw it coming. It had been a difficult day at the 
hospital, shocking even—but when was it ever different? 
St. Benedict’s is one complication after another, especially 
in my line of work. There are too many patients, too many 
bureaucrats, and too few happy endings. Midday, I took a 
long stroll through the children’s ward just to hear the high-
pitched voices raised in song or play. Even when there is 
great pain, the young always seem capable of mustering 
optimism and innocence, two qualities I see too infrequently.

Blurb
Insane with grief, Professor Dennis Thomas blames 
Detective Christopher Sentz for the death of his wife and 
wants to kill him. In fact, Thomas shares his revenge plants 
with Ben Kincaid. Then someone fires seven bullets into 
the police officer. Against all advice and going on instinct, 
Kincaid decides to represent the troubled professor, who 
faces a charge of capital murder.
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Alexandra (Barney) Barnaby roars onto the 
Miami Beach scene in hot pursuit of her missing 
baby brother, “Wild” Bill. Leave it to the 
maverick of the family to get Barney involved 
with high-speed car chases, a search for sunken 
treasure, and Sam Hooker, a NASCAR driver 
who’s good at revving a woman’s engine.


